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y£5 FANS.. YOU. TOO, CAN BE LUCK/ UKE MELWN, HERE/ YOU, TOO, CAN 
COMPUTE YOUR COLLECTION OF E.CS/YOU, TOO, CAN JOIN TNE 
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The Return of 

TALES FRO 
THE CRYPT 


I t's one of the biggest surprises in the world of comics and graphic novel publishing! Shortly 
before the 2007 New York Comic Con, Papercutz announced that we would be publishing 
all-new TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics. After more than 50 years, EC Comics' legendary 
flagship title returns with all-new shocking SuspenStories, narrated by the original Crypt- 
Keeper, Old Witch, and Vault Keeper. Each issue will feature two 20-page tales of terror in the 
EC tradition! 

Reactions ranged from excitement -from fans thrilled to see the most famous horror comicbook 
ever return after over fifty years, to shock-that it was to be coming from a publisher primarily 
known for its graphic novels such as Nancy Drew and The Eiardy Boys which contain material 
suitable for all-ages, as the HBO TALES FROM THE CRYPT series certainly contained a fair 
amount of adult content. 

“People forget that the original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, published by the EC 
Comics back in the 50s, was also intended for all-ages, and its primary readership was young 
boys,” Papercutz Fditor-in-Chief Jim Salicrup is quick to point out. But that may be exactly what 
fans find so controversial. The original TALES FROM THE CRYPT comics, featuring stories 
dreamed up by EC publisher William M. Gaines and his editor A1 Feldstein, and drawn by 
Feldstein, as well as Graham Ingles, Jack Davis, Jack Kamen, Joe Orlando, Wally Wood, Harvey 
Kurtzman, Bill Elder, Reed Crandall, Johnny Craig, A1 Williamson, George Evans, and colored 
by Marie Severin, started a horror comics craze that soon drew the attention of psychiatrist Dr. 
Frederick Wertham. 

Wertham reacted to horror comics' popularity with children by writing a book called “Seduction 
of the Innocent," which maintained that comics led to Juvenile delinquency and even worse 
behavior. Parents were understandably alarmed, and soon the Senate Subcommittee to 
Investigate Juvenile Delinquency was taking a hard look at comicbooks. EC Comics publisher 

were entertaining stories told in good taste. Ultimately, comicbook publishers adversely affected 
by the negative publicity created the Comics Magazine Association of America which would 
review comics and award a seal of approval to assure parents that the comic’s contents were safe, 

Unfortunately, it was too late for many publishers, as the negative publicity had so hurt sales of 
comics that many comicbook companies went out of business. EC Comics, tried to hang in 
there, but despite canceling their horror comics, and creating new titles such as "Valor” and 
"Psychoanalysis,” only MAD comics, in a new magazine format, survived. 

The question is, was TALES FROM CRYPT really all that bad? “Of course not!" Salicrup insists. 
"Ironically, many of the original stories would be approved by today's revised Comics Code, but 
sure, there were some stories that still wouldn't get by. The point here is that the stories that 
Papercutz will be creating will be aimed at readers age 10 and up. Instead of excessive blood and 
gore, we'll be sticking to the TALES FROM THE CRYPT tradition of stories filled with inter¬ 
esting characters, lots of dark humor, and of course, the trademarked EC "shock" endings!" 

But ultimately it's you who will decide if we succeeded or failed. Send your comments to us at 
salicrup@papercutz.com or to THE CRYPT-KFEPER'S CORNER, PAPERCUTZ, 40 Exchange 
Place, Ste. 1308, New York, NY 10005. We’ll run the most interesting comments in our next 
issue, which is coming your way in Just 60 days. 

When reached for comment, The Crypt-Keeper said, ‘It’s good to be 
and it's about time! Ahahahah!" 



back, boils and ghouls- 




CATCHUP WITH AMERICA’S 
FAVORITE TEEN DETECTIVES! 


ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 
WWW.PAPERCUTW.COM 










WEES KOBE HORROR? 
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A POINT OF ORDER/ IF YOU’RE EXPECTING E.C.'S 
HELYEST HORROR MAO TO BE BITTER THAN TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT THE MULT OF HORROR, MV 
THE HAUNT OF PEAR, YOU'LL BE SADLY PIS- 
^ APPOINTED! irs ONLY JUST AS GOOD/ ^ 
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PAPERCUTIX 

PROUDLY PRESENTS THE NERVE-WRACKING, 
PAUN-FREE NINTH ISSUE OF THE ALL-NEW... 
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BASED ON THE CLASSIC EC COMICS SERIES. 


RESPECTFULLY DEOICATED TO WILLIAM M. GAINES, AL FELDSTEIN, 
REEO CRANOALL, JOHNNY CRAIG, JACK DAVIS, WILL ELDER, GEORGE 
EVANS, GRAHAM INGELS, JACK KAMEN, BERNIE KRIGSTEIN, HARVEY 
KURTZMAN, JOE ORLANDO, GEORGE ROUSSOS, MARIE SEVERIN, AL 
WILLIAMSON, AND WALLY WOOD. 


JAMES ROMBERGER & 
MARGUERITE VAN COOK 
ARTISTS 



“GLASS HEAOS” 


GHOULUNATICS SEQUENCES 
JIM SALICRUP 
WRITER 



RICK PARKER 

ARTIST/T/TLE LETTERER/COLOR 
MARK LERER 
LE7TERER 
STEVEN MANNION 
COVER ARTIST 

CHRIS NELSON & SHELLY DUTCHAK 
PRODUCTION 
MICHAEL PETRANEK 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 
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BUUUURRPPH 

‘Scuze me, kiddies, your ol’ pal the Crypt-Keeper just 
had the most DREADFUL DINING experience, thanks 
to The Old Witch! Would you believe she made me SICK 
and the Vault-Keeper RAT-ATOUILLE! If she ever invites 
you to lunch, RUN FOR TOUR 
LIFE! 

Meanwhile, back at the 
CRYPT... we're still painfully 
PINCHING ourselves (don’t 
try this at home!) over all the 
attention last issues SCARY 
SARAH PAUN cover (drawn 
by Ricko “the Sicko”Parker) and 
CATHY GAINES MIFSUD’S 
special editorial received! 

For example, GHOULISH GEOFF (THE BUTCHER) 
BOUCHER of the L A. Times wrote a GHASTLY 

Press and SPLATTERED across newspapers world-wide. 
Geoffyumti... 

“‘Talcs from the Crypt* became one of the signature 

industry regulations targeting the lurid comics, spurred 
hy televised Senate subcommittee hearings on juvenile 



“Palin, meanwhile, has taken heat for some overtures 
she made in 1996 while as mayor of Wasilla, Alaska- 
Criticized after reports that she sought to ban books 
from a local puhlic library, the GOP candidate has said 

about removing objoctionahle books from shelves, but 
that she never pursued it or mentioned specific titles. 

“But any White House candidate who even entertains 

to Tales from the Crypt,’ according to Jim Salicrup, 
editor-in-chief of Papercutz, the publisher that revived 

black and white these days - you ate either for or against 
one of the parties 100%. But for us this was about the 
history of EC Comics, the original publisher of Talcs 
from the Crypt.’ Anyone who knows char history knows 
that even of whiff of banning books is gping to get us 


Well, la-dee-dakf Who knew Salicrup was such a 
POLITICAL PUN-DfT? GRUESOME GRAEME 
McMILLAN writing the Political Science (Fiction) column 
on io9 asked “Are Comtes Part of the Left-Wing Media 
Conspiracy?” as well as... 

“You may he wondering exactly what Sarah Palin's 

Debate, and we’re happy to help you wi th that: Apparendy, 
she's anti-witch... or, at least, that's the message that we 

TALES"FROM THE CRYPT. And, as this year’s US 



if only we had an editor with the SCI-FI COEDS as 
LEONID, then wed really be DANGEROUS! Sadly 
wire still stuck with Salicrup, and he lamely pleads that 
the correct credits in both TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
comic if 8 and graphic novel if 5 should have read: 

(BASH) ON “THE ADAPTIVE ULTIMATE” 

BY STANLEY 6. WHNBAUM) 



The Crypt-Kccpcrs Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 


CHRISTIAN ZANIER 




Dear Crypt-Kccpcr, 

jusr wanted to make a few comments about TFTC #8. 
“She Who Would Rule the World" was very well done. 
Both the story and the art were great. Very enjoyable. 
As for “Virruai Hoodoo,” it was passable, but did not 
do much for me. One thing 1 found hilarious... Barts 
left hand shot up from the crypt when the monsters 
called upon him. In and of itself, nor funny. However, 
when you consider his left arm was ripped off by Crazy 


SUBSCITFTlONS! 
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'OU’VE WRITTEN! 

YOU'VE E-MAILED! 

YOU'VE PHONED! 

YOU'VE THREATENED US! 
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(BUT WE’RE COMING OUT WITH 
THESE COLLECTIONS ANYWAY!) 



COLLECTING STORIES BY BILGREY, CABRAL, MR.EXES, GNIEWEK, 
HUDSON, KAPLAN, KLEID, LANSDALE, LOBDELL, MANNION, 
MARTINEZ, MCGREGOR, MURASE, NOETH, PETRUCHA, ROMBERGER, 
SIMMONS, SMITH 3, TODD, VEULLA and VOLLMAR! 

ON SALE NOW AT BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE! 
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PROUDLY PRESENTS A PUTRID POP-ART PRODUCTION- 
THE ELEVENTH EMBARASSINGLY EXPLOITIVE ISSUE OF THE ALL-NEW... 
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LETTERER 



JIM SAUCRUP 
WRITER 



RICK PARKER 

ARTISTsTITLE LETTERER /COLOR 
MARK LERER 
LETTERER 
STEVEN MANNION 
COVER ARTIST 

CHRIS NELSON & SHELLY DUTCHAK 
PRODUCTION 
MICHAEL PETRANEK 
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT 







































































































































iXTfeoermT 








































































M COUlHeJ 





































































































collecting storks by bilgrey, 

CABRAL, MR. BXCS, GNIEWEK, HUDSON, 
KAPLAN, KLBID, LANSDALB, LOBDBU. 
MANNION, MARTINEZ. MeGRBGOR, 
MURASB, NORTH, PBTRUCHA, 
ROMBBRGBR, SIMMONS, SMITH 3, 
TODD, VBLILLA AND VOLLMAR! 
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Coming In April 2009 From 

PAPERCUT*. 

Special preview on the following twa pages... 


CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED® Presents: 












Then — in my childhood— in the dawn 
Of a most stormy life— was drawn 
From ev’ry depth of good and ill 
The mystery which binds me still: 
From the torrent, or the fountain, 
From the red cliff of the mountain, 
From the sun that ’round me roll’d 
In its autumn tint of gold— 

From the lightning in the sky 
As it pass’d me flying by— 

From the thunder and the storm, 

And the cloud that took the form 
(When the rest of Heaven was blue) 

Of a demon in my view. 















The Old Witch is right! The Vault-Keeper 
and I have been spending too much time 
keeping Vaults and Crypts, and not enough 
time keeping SANE! Maybe its from too 
much contact with our INSANE EC 
Fan-Addicts! Or watching too much You 
Toomb ? Well, despite the great risk to my 
mental health, it’s time once again to present 
your CRAZY COMMENTS and INSANE 
INSIGHTS! 

Although, now that MY sanity is in 
question, how do I know that these are 
really YOUR letters? Or in the case of our 
ONLINE READERS POLL, how do I 
know these are really the correct results? Well, 
outside of a quick crossover with the shrinks 
from PSYCHOANALYSIS, there’s no way 

lets jus/live DANGEROUSLY, and accept 
whatever comes our way! 

According to our PUTRID POLL, "Brain 
Food” by Rob Vollmar and Tim Smith 3 won 
an overwhelming 61 % of your votes, leaving 
"Murder M.A.J.D., ” by GregFarshtey and 
Mr. Exes, a paltry 39% of die vote. That’s 
actually rather SHOCKING when you 
consider that Mr. Farshtey is the writer of the 


BIONICLE graphic novels, the biggest-selling 
series from Papercutz! Perhaps we should've 
mentioned that Murder M.A.I.D. was 
actually the SEVENTH TOA? Or maybe I’m 
hallucinating again? 

To vote for your fave FEAR-Y TALE from 
the issue you now grasp in your FETID 
FINGERS, just go to www.papercutz.com, 
find the TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
section, and click on this issue’s cover to vote 
for your favorite story from this issue! Oh, 
and it really helps if you have one of those 

And don’t PANIC or get MAD if you 
somehow missed a TERROR-FILLED issue of 
the TALES FROM THE CRYPT comicbook, 
you can stillfind the same scary stories 
collected in equally scary, but albeit smaller- 
sized paperback and hardcover editions, 
available from booksellers everywhere! 

TALES FROM THE CRYPT Graphic 
Novel #6 *You Toomb" is on sale now, and 
features all your favorite BRAIN-EATING 
MONSTERS, VOODOO HITMEN, 
KILLER ROBOTS, and BABY VAMPIRES! 
But if you’re looking fir FIENDISH FANS, 









TV movie in the works hosed on TALES 
FROM THE CRYPT. It’s being created 
especially for our younger fans, so you 
BLOOD-THIRSTY GEEZERS will just 
have to stick with the reruns of the HBO 
series on the CHILLER channel! But if 
enough of you BOILS and GHOULS watch 
the all-new TV movie, an all-new TV series 
starring me, the ORIGINAL Crypt-Keeper 
could be in your future! 



Subject: TALES PROM THE CRYPT 

This stuff is great. I remember reading 
reprints of the originals back in the ‘80’s, 

love the tales and 1 can’t get enough. I finish 
each book thirsting for more. I just read #1 
and #2 and have read about your plans for 
CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED, which I think 
is great. Keep up the good work! 

A fan, 

Steven Ortix 


Speaking of ROTTING REPRINTS, 

Steven, in case you were UNAWARE, all the 
original issues of TALES FROM THE CRYP T 
are being collected in a senes of great, big, 
full-color hardcover volumes by Gemstone 
Publishing. But there’s a particular Jack 
Davis-drawn tale that we may be including 
in one of our upcoming Papercutz collections. 
All we can say now is that it may be the most 
requested CRYPT tale of all (by me)! 

Stay tuned! 

And what better way to stay tuned to the 
CRYPT OF TERROR than to subscribe .? 


SUBS tWWf IONS! 



So prove that you’re actually ALIVE out there, 
and send your own CRYPTIC COMMENTS to: 
The Crypt-Keeper’s Corner 
40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
New York, NY 10005 
Or email your comments to the Old Editor at: 
salicrup@papercutz.com 
And if any of you are licensed psychiatrists, 
let me know if I’m NUTS or not! 














Available Now At Bookstores Everywhere 

Or order from Papercutz: Send to: 

Please add $4.00 postage and handling. Papercutz, 40 Exchange Place, Suite 1308 
Moke Check payable ta NBM Publishing. New York, NY 10005, 1-800-886-1223 
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